Reading Critically
Collections 1: Use It Again “Don’t Miss It!”

The title, the choice of
font, and the use of an
exclamation mark create a
conversational tone and a
feeling of excitement and
anticipation. The title is
addressed directly to the
reader.

Quirky, intriguing photos stimulate readers’
interest (but don’t give any answers).

References to “second life” and to
the use of recycled materials link
to Hundertwasser’s “very unusual
ideas” in the previous paragraph
and add to the special nature of
the building. Photographs support
the idea.

The inverted commas for
“windows” indicate that they are
not the usual sort of windows.
This adds to the uniqueness of the
mystery building.

The first four sentences
repeat the same idea in
different words. The use
of “it” creates a sense of
mystery and hooks the
reader.

The mention of the students’ input
suggests Hundertwasser was part
of the local community and that
people were glad to be involved in
his constructions. (This idea also
connects to the ideas on the next
page about people using whatever
materials are available.)

The use of “you” suggests
the writer is having a
friendly conversation with
the reader.

The long list of achievements
emphasises how successful and
famous Hundertwasser was.

Strong adjectives and the
adverb “very” convey how
special the building is.

The text continues the mystery
by referring to the building as a
“construction”.

The use of the word “even”
emphasises Hundertwasser’s
versatility.
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Careful choice of language
suggests that architecture
should be enjoyable. It
implies that builders who
use rulers and T-squares
may be boring.

This continues the idea of
Hundertwasser being unique and
special.

The writer addresses the reader
directly again, finishing off the
“conversation”. This concluding
paragraph connects back to the
opening paragraph, which set up
the mystery.

The use of ellipsis draws out the
anticipation.
References to slums and
poor people are likely
to evoke a sympathetic
response from the reader.

