
Collections 2: Working at it  “Working on Ice”

Language and text features 

The first two paragraphs 
give the big idea of the 
whole text – that Antarctica 
is a unique environment and 
a lot of planning has to go 
into ensuring everyone gets 
fed properly.

The use of dashes to link 
ideas in a sentence creates 
an informal tone.

The use of “so” and “because” 
links cause and effect.

The use of informal language (also “snack” and 
“pop out”) maintains a conversational tone.

The structure of the sentence, using “from … to … and”, links the 
ideas and emphasises that everything needs to be considered.

The “So” in the title refers to the 
important information conveyed 
in the previous paragraph.  The 
rest of the question is implied 
– “So who’s in charge [of all this 
careful planning]?”

The word “so” links cause and 
effect within the sentence.

The word “including” indicates a 
list or example to follow.

The use of the word “definitely” 
and an exclamation mark adds 
emphasis.

Words like “although” 
and “but” signal that a 
contrasting idea is going to 
be introduced.

The word “who” refers to the 
support staff and provides 
a link to further information 
(that they have important 
jobs).
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Use of the passive tense.

Use of dashes and/or “so” or 
“which” to link ideas.

The use of the word “even” 
and the exclamation mark 
adds emphasis.

Use of quote marks shows that 
this is Donna speaking.  The quote 
adds variety and makes the text 
seem more personal.

“That means” indicates that this is 
an explanation of “food breakout”.

The example illustrates the 
information in the previous 
sentence (why it’s important 
to allow time for food to thaw).

Use of a dash to link ideas.

The use of an exclamation 
mark adds a personal touch.  
It shows Donna’s feelings.

Use of commas to separate 
items in a list.

Use of “either/or” structure 
to link ideas.

Use of “to” to explain why 
the eggs are sprayed.

The words “includes” and 
“like” show that a list or an 
example will follow.

Semicolons are used to 
clarify that there are groups 
of items (canned, frozen, and 
dry goods).  It would be very 
confusing to portray this 
by using commas only.  The 
semicolon acts as a sort of 
“super comma” here.

Use of commas to separate 
items in a list.


