Language and text features

Callaeilois e st “Working on Ice”

e \
The first two paragraphs
give the big idea of the
whole text - that Antarctica

The“So”in the title refers to the
important information conveyed
in the previous paragraph. The
rest of the question is implied
-“So who'’s in charge [of all this

is a unique environment and
a lot of planning has to go

into ensuring everyone gets
fed properly.

Words like “although”
and “but” signal that a
contrasting idea is going to
be introduced.

The word “who” refers to the
support staff and provides
a link to further information
(that they have important
jobs).

in Antarctica. It ha

The use of dashes to link
ideas in a sentence creates
an informal tone.

The use of “so” and “because”
links cause and effect.

years, Scott Base has been New Zealand’s base

although only about ten or twe

winter. Many of them are scientists, but there are also
support staff; who all have important jol
kitchen hands, cleaners, me

careful planning]?”

So who’s in charge? e
The word “so” links cause and

The new chefs arrive each year at the beginnin effect within the sentence.

October. Over summer, more people to be fed

N
and more work has to be done, so there are two chefs. I

The summer chef works for four months from October”
to February. The winter chef stays for a full year until
the next October.

The word “including” indicates a
list or example to follow.

Donna Wightman is working as the winter chef.
She has cooked in all sorts of places before, including
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cafes, restaurants, and wineries around New Zealand and

overseas, but cooking in Antarctica is definitely unique!

bout eighty people over the summer,

The use of the word “definitely”
and an exclamation mark adds
emphasis.

hem stay for the long,

- people like chefs,
ics, and engineers.

The use of informal language (also “snack” and
“pop out”) maintains a conversational tone.

The structure of the sentence, using “from ... to ... and’, links the
ideas and emphasises that everything needs to be considered.




e A
Use of the passive tense.
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Use of quote marks shows that
this is Donna speaking. The quote

.

s N
The words “includes” and

“like” show that a list or an
example will follow.

Semicolons are used to
clarify that there are groups
of items (canned, frozen, and
dry goods). It would be very
confusing to portray this

by using commas only. The
semicolon acts as a sort of
“super comma” here.

]

Use of commas to separate
items in a list.

How doesthe food get there?

r o i t down to Scott Base by ship

at the beginning of February.Thi includes canned

}ﬂd ; frozen meat, fish, and seafood; and dry goods like

flour and sugar.

During the summer, there are weekly flights by Hercules
aircraft. These flights bring what people at Scott Base call

“freshies” - eggs, dairy products, fruit, and vegetables. The
summer ghefs/Grder what they want brought down by plane,

Use of dashes and/or “so” or

“which” to link ideas.
k

-
The use of the word “even”

and the exclamation mark
adds emphasis.

&

adds variety and makes the text
seem more personal.

“That means” indicates that this is
an explanation of “food breakout”

The example illustrates the
information in the previous
sentence (why it's important
to allow time for food to thaw).

Once a week, Donna does a food breakout. “That means
| go outside to our storage hangar and gather up all the
ingredients I think | will need for the week so-tfiey have time

to thaw out. If | needed to open atif of tomato paste straight I:

~

from the hangar, for example, it would be frozen - and that
\.

can be very frustrating! So, really, you have to be organised Use of a dash to link ideas.

for the week ahead.”

|

Often the problem is how to keep food from getting too col The use of an exclamation

mark adds a personal touch.
It shows Donna’s feelings.

- so there is also a warm store for eggs, cheese, pumpkin,

~

|

Use of commas to separate

items in a list.
_

[

years’ supply of extra , 50 the staff are unlikely to run

Use of “either/or” structure

to link ideas.
_

Use of “to” to explain why

the eggs are sprayed.

&




