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bachelors degrees by 2017

2011: left after Y13

2009: left after Y11

2010: left after Y12

enrolled in degrees 2012 

Let’s talk about school leavers.  

Year 9 of 2007… Where are they now?

3 out of 10 go to university…   10 out of 10 go to work. 



“credits” “subjects” “skills”

"Employers, education providers, and youth live in parallel 
universes… they have fundamentally different 
understandings of the same situation.” 

– Education to Employment: Designing A System That Works  McKinsey 2012



Let’s talk about the National Certificate of Educational Achievement.

The best thing about NCEA is its flexibility.
The worst thing about NCEA is its flexibility.



National Certificate of Educational Achievement

“A specific intention of the NCEA 
was to open up multiple 
pathways through the senior 
secondary school, providing more 
flexibility in the subject 
combinations available to students 
with different learning needs and 
different beyond-school pathways 
in mind.”



“It is long past time that we 
broaden the range of high quality 
pathways that we offer to our 
young people,  beginning in high 
school.  The lessons from other 
countries strongly suggests that 
this might be the single most 
promising strategy for increasing 
the percentage of young adults 
who earn a post-secondary degree 
or credential that prepares them 
to embark on a meaningful 
career.”

Pathways to Prosperity, Harvard 
University, Feb 2011

Transitions





4 4

4



3

3

3

3

3

3



5



primary 
industries

social & 
community

services

service 
industries

manufacturing 
& technology

construction & 
infrastructure

Chemistry 1.5

Maths 1.5 3 credits 3 credits 3 credits 3 credits 3 credits

4 credits 4 credits

Ag/Hort 1.10 5 credits

312 3 3 7

creative 
industries

3 credits

7

4 credits





Education is not just about employment...

Education is not just about getting jobs! We 
teach kids to read and write; think; solve 
problems; sort and evaluate information; 
communicate; manage their time; work with 
others; participate; and become good citizens.
We’ll do the rest. 

...but employment is always about education.
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