
Tool for tertiary teachers
Facilitating Critical Thinking in Initial Teacher Education

Background to the critical thinking tool
This project was developed on the premise that 
the teaching profession needs teachers who are 
critical thinkers able to make wise decisions around 
curriculum and pedagogical practices. This in turn 
influences the thinking of the children they teach and 
contributes to a more critical society.

The researchers undertook a participatory action 
research project across two initial teacher education 
providers. The project investigated an approach to 
developing critical thinking skills in final-year early 
childhood students. This was based on similar 
research undertaken in Sweden and Canada called a 
learning circles and sharing circles approach.  

The approach involves skilled facilitators creating 
contexts for discussions that challenge assumptions 
and support emerging critical thinking.

All learning circles and sharing circles were analysed 
and transcribed. Analysis of key themes was 
undertaken on transcribed data. Researchers shared 
and compared their findings to ensure a level of inter-
rater reliability.

The research and data results were used to inform 
the development of this critical thinking tool. The 
importance of time; relationships; open-mindedness 
and links to practice and confidence were identified as 
key themes in the development of critical thinking. 

Tool Format

The tool is presented in two 
formats to reflect the diverse 
ways that tertiary teachers work. 

The global format comprises 
poster, summary cards and 
individual cards grouped in  
the areas of:

1. open-mindedness
2. time
3. relationships
4. change
5. confidence

The sequential resources 
comprise poster, summary 
cards and individual cards 
grouped in the areas of:

1. planning
2. teaching
3. assessing
4. reflecting

This tool is designed for tertiary teachers to use in their everyday work to develop 
critically thinking students. Although the tool developed as a result of a project focused 
on early childhood initial teacher education, the authors intend that teachers working in 
other disciplines will also find this tool helpful. The tool comprises:

» Posters
» Summary cards
» Individual cards

The posters and summary and individual cards are designed to be used by tertiary 
teachers in multiple ways:

» when they are designing and developing their teaching
» when they are teaching
» when they are assessing students
» when they are reviewing their teaching.

Other possible uses include: to develop student evaluations; for tertiary teachers to 
write reflections on their practice and to be used at staff meetings to discuss effective 
practice, strengths and areas for development.
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